
Storm drains are NOT connected to
the sanitary sewer system. Storm
drains carry rainwater directly to

creeks and streams. They also carry
rainwater away from developed
areas to help prevent flooding.

The wastewater from power
washing activities can contain

significant amounts of oil, grease,
chemicals, dirt and detergents that
could end up in our streams, rivers
and lakes, which negatively impact

fish and other wildlife.

hat You Need to Know
About Power Washing

Wash water may contain
chemicals, oil, grease or

other pollutants.

State and city regulations
establish that it is illegal

for power washing
wastewater to be

discharged into the storm
drain system.

Proper Power Washing
Wastewater Disposal:

�Block storm drains with a water-tight
barrier to ensure that wastewater does
not enter the storm drain. Make sure
this practice does not flood the area.

� Instead of power washing, determine
what alternative dry methods are
available. Use vacuums, mops, brooms,
rags or wire brushes to clean.

�Never dispose of wastewater into the
street, storm drains, drainage ditches or
waterways.

�Collect wastewater and discharge it into

the sanitary sewer through an indoor
drain IF:
• Discharge pH is between 6 and 10
• Discharge has no visible oil or grease
• Discharge contains no hazardous
substances

�Collect wastewater and truck it to the
Wastewater Treatment Facility (with
proper approval by calling the city at
303-451-1289).

�Divert small volumes of wastewater into
landscaping if chemicals are not used.

�Wash vehicles and equipment on gravel
or landscaped areas so that the

wastewater can seep into the ground.
�Use theminimal amount of water by
using high pressure, low volume
nozzles and useminimal amounts of
the least toxic detergent and
degreasers you will need to complete
the job. Try phosphate-free
detergents.

�Do not wash equipment or vehicles
outdoors on saturated ground or on
days when rain is probable.

� For state guidance on power washing
and discharges, go to
www.northglenn.org/stormwater.
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K E E P YO U R
WA S H I N G C L E A N

Proper
Disposal of

Power
Washing

Wastewater

Remember ...

Water runs downhill.

Water picks up
everything.

Water flows to our
rivers, streams and

creeks.

Do your part to keep
our water clean!

Dumping liquid or solid waste
into a storm drain or creek is a

crime! If you see illegal
dumping, report it!

City of Northglenn
303-254-7613

y disposing of water and
wastes properly, you can help
ensure healthier creeks and
streams. As a reminder,
wastewater can never be
disposed of in the city's storm
drains or streets (Section 16-17-1
of the city's Municipal Code).

The city of Northglenn hopes
that you will use this information
to remind you and the
community about proper
wastewater disposal.
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